
Amendment to the Claims 
Please amend Claims 1, 32, 36, 67, 71, and 74 to read as follows. 



1. (Currently Amended) A methodybf browsing electronically- 
accessible resources using descriptions of the resources, the descrip t ions of t h e r e sourc e s 
(i) having d e scrip t or compon e n t s having a tt ribu t es represen t a t ive of access t o t he 
r esou r c e s, (ii) being separat e from the resourc e sy4nd (iii) having links t o co rr esponding 
e l e c t ronically-acc e ssibl e r e sources, said method comprising the steps of: 

reading the descriptions of the resources, the descriptions (0 having 
descriptor components having attributes representative of access to the resources, (ii) being 
separate from the resources and (iii) haying links to corresponding electronically-accessible 
resources : / 

displaying items, eErch item being associated with a corresponding 
descriptor component of a description read in said reading step that has at least one 
attribute; and / 

browsing tl/e descriptions of the resources and their corresponding 
electronically-accessible resources via the links using the displayed items. 

2. / (Previously Amended) A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
each description^ read in said reading step is represented by a tree of descriptor components, 
and one or more of the descriptor components have descriptor components as descendants. 
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3. (Previously Amended) A method a$ claimed in claim 117, wherein 
one of the axes of access is a table-of-contents classification. 

4. (Previously Amended) A mpthod as claimed in claim 117, wherein 
one of the axes of access is an index classification. 

5. (Previously Amended)/ A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
descriptions of the resources are generated using a description scheme as a template, and 
the description scheme uses a declarativeyaescription definition language which contains 
definitions for descriptor components of the descriptions of the resources. 

6. (Previously Amended) A method as claimed in claim 5, wherein the 
attributes of the descriptor components are defined in the description scheme. 

7. (Previously Amended) A method as claimed in claim 5, wherein the 
attributes of the descriptor components are a persistent item of the description scheme. 

8. (Previously Amended) A method as claimed in claim 5, wherein the 
attributes of the descriptor components are instantiated by an application when required. 



9. / (Previously Amended) A method as claimed in claim 8, wherein the 
attributes of the descriptor components are instantiated using a rule that is associated with 
the description/scheme. 



10. (Previously Amended) A method as ^aimed in claim 1, wherein the 
resources comprise an item of digital content. 

1 1 . (Previously Amended) A metrfod as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the 
resources comprise an electronic document or resoi/rce available over the World Wide 
Web. 

12. (Previously Amended) jk method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
resources comprise an electronic device. 

13. (Previously Amended) A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
each of the descriptions contains links to identified sections of a resource. 

14. (Previously Amended) A method as claimed in claim 1 17, wherein 
the axes of access are determinedly rules operating on the description. 

15. (Previously Amended) A method as claimed in claim 117, wherein 
the axes of access are determined during the generation of the description of the resource. 

1 6. (Previously Amended) A method as claimed in claim 1 1 7, wherein 
the attributes of the descriptor components representative of the at least two axes of access 
are inferred from the content of the description. 
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17. (Previously Amended) A method as claimed™ claim 16, wherein 
an attribute of a descriptor component is inferred to be a table ofixontent descriptor if the 
descriptor component contains a reference to a resource or auction of a resource. 

18. (Previously Amended) A method as claimed in claim 17, wherein 
an attribute of a descriptor component is inferred to/oe an index descriptor if the descriptor 
component is not inferred to be a table of content/ descriptor. 

19-31. (Cancelled) 

32. (Currently Amended) A method of annotating an electronically- 
accessible resource using a descripti^iof the resource, t he d e scription of the resourc e 
b e ing a separa t e from t he r c sourcc^uid having d e scriptor componen t s each of which 
compris e s a nam e of a feature oflrhe r e sourc e and an associated repr e sen t ativ e valu e for 
t ha t f e ature, one or mo r e of t he d e scrip t o r componen t s including a table of cont e n t s 
a t tribu te and on e or more off t he descripto r componen t s including an index attribut e , said 
method comprising the steps of: 

reading y6ne o r more descriptions the description of the resources, the 
description being separate from the resource and having descriptor components each of 
which comprises g/name of a feature of the resource and an associated representative value 
for the feature. 6ne or more of the descriptor components including a table of contents 
attribute and>one or more of the descriptor components including an index attribute : 
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displaying a table of contents containing table of contents items, each table 
of contents item being associated with a corresponding descriptor exponent that has a 
table of contents attribute; 

selecting one displayed table of contents item ft(r the annotation; 

displaying an index containing index items 5 ^ach displayed index item being 
associated with a corresponding descriptor component \\pX has an index attribute and is 
associated with the selected table of contents item; 

selecting one displayed index item; 

associating the selected displayec^index item with the selected table of 

contents item; 

choosing a representative valde for the selected index item; and 
associating the chosen rep/esentative value with the feature which 

corresponds to the selected index item/ 

wherein the chosen representative value and its corresponding feature 

provide an annotation of the resource. 

33. (Previously Amended) A method as claimed in claim 32, wherein 
each description read in said reading step is represented by a tree of descriptor components, 
and one or more of the descriptor components have descriptor components as descendants. 



34./ (Previously Amended) A method as claimed in claim 32, wherein 
said step of associating the selected display index item is allowed only if the corresponding 
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descriptor of the selected display index item is a valid descriptor for the /able of contents 
item selected for annotation. / 

35. (Previously Amended) A method as churned in claim 32, wherein 
said step of choosing a representative value is predetermined. 

36. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for browsing electronically- 
accessible resources using descriptions of the resources, the d e scrip t ions of t he resourc e s 

(i) having desc r ip t o r components having a t tribu te s re pres e ntativ e of access t o t h e 
re sources, (ii) b e ing separa t e from the r e sourc e s, and (iii) having links to corresponding 
e lec t ronically-acc e ssibl e re sourc e s, said apparatus comprising: 

means for reading the descriptions of the resources, the descriptions (i) 
having descriptor components having attributes representative of access to the resources, 

(ii) being separate from the resources and (iii) having links to corresponding electronically- 
accessible resources : / 

means for displaying items, each item being associated with a corresponding 
descriptor component oya description read by said reading means that has at least one 
attribute; and / 

means for browsing the descriptions of the resources an and their 
corresponding electronically-accessible resources via the links using the displayed items. 



/ 37. (Previously Amended) An apparatus as claimed in claim 36, wherein 
said means for reading the descriptions represents each description by a tree of descriptor 



components, and one or more of the descriptor components have descriptor components as 
descendants. / 

38. (Previously Amended) An apparatus afs claimed in claim 118, 
wherein one of the axes of access is a table-of-contents classification. 

39. (Previously Amended) An apparatus as claimed in claim 118, 
wherein one of the axes of access is an index classification. 

40. (Previously Amended^) An apparatus as claimed in claim 36, wherein 
the descriptions of the resources are provided using a description scheme as a template, and 
the description scheme uses a declarative description definition language which contains 
definitions for descriptor components of the descriptions of the resources. 

41. (Previously Amended) An apparatus as claimed in claim 40, wherein 
the attributes of the descriptor components are defined in the description scheme. 

42. (Previously Amended) An apparatus as claimed in claim 40, wherein 
the attributes of the descriptor components are persistent items of the description scheme. 

4X (Previously Amended) An apparatus as claimed in claim 40, wherein 
the attributes di the descriptor components are instantiated by an application when 
required. / 



44. (Previously Amended) An apparatus as claimed in/tlaim 43, wherein 
the attributes of the descriptor components are instantiated using a rule that is associated 
with the description scheme. / 

45. (Previously Amended) An apparatus/as claimed in claim 36, wherein 
the resources comprise an item of digital content. / 

46. (Previously Amended) An a/paratus as claimed in claim 36, wherein 
the resources comprise an electronic document dx resource available over the World Wide 
Web. / 

47. (Previously Amerided) An apparatus as claimed in claim 36, wherein 
the resources comprise an electronic <ievice. 

48. (Previously Amended) An apparatus as claimed in claim 36, wherein 
each of the descriptions contains links to identified sections of the resource. 

49. (previously Amended) An apparatus as claimed in claim 1 18, 
wherein the axes of access are determined by rules operating on the description. 

y50. (Previously Amended) An apparatus as claimed in claim 118, 
wherein the4xes of access are determined during the generation of the description of the 



resource 



5 1 . (Previously Amended) An apparatus as claimed in claim 1 1 8, 
wherein the attributes of the descriptor components representative of the at least two axes 
of access are inferred from the content of the description 

52. (Previously Amended) An apparatus as claimed in claim 51, wherein 
an attribute of a descriptor component is inferred to be a table of content descriptor if the 
descriptor component contains a reference to /a resources or a section of a resource. 

53. (Previously AnWded) An apparatus as claimed in claim 52, wherein 
an attribute of a descriptor component is inferred to be an index descriptor if the descriptor 
component is not inferred to be a table of contents descriptor. 

54-66. (Cancelled) 



67. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for annotating an electronically- 
accessible resource using a description of the resource, t he descrip t ion of t he resourc e 
b e ing s e para te from t he r e sourc e and having descrip t or componen t s e ach of which 
compris e s a nam e of a feature of t he r e sourc e and an associa t ed repres e n t a t iv e value for 
t ha t featur e , on e or more of t he descrip t or compon e n t s includes a t abl e of cont e nts a tt ribute 
and one or lyior e of the descrip t or components including an index attribut e , said apparatus 
comprisir 

means for reading one o r mo r e descrip t ions the description of the resource, 
the description being separate from the resource and having descriptor components each of 
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which comprises a name of a feature of the resource and an associated representative value 
for that feature, one or more of the descriptor components including a table of contents 
attribute and one or more of the descriptor components including an/index attribute : 

means for displaying a table of contents containing table of contents items, 
each table of contents item being associated with a correspoiyling descriptor component 
that has a table of contents attribute; 

means for selecting one displayed table>6f contents item for the annotation; 

means for displaying an index containing index items, each displayed index 
item being associated with a corresponding descriptor component that has an index 
attribute and is associated with the selected taple of contents item; 

means for selecting one dismayed index item; 

means for associating th/ selected displayed index item with the selected 
table of contents item; 

means for choosinef the representative value for the selected index item; and 
means for associating the chosen representative value with the feature which 
corresponds to the selected index item, 

wherein the chosen representative value and its corresponding feature 
provide an annotation/of the resource. 

(Previously Amended) An apparatus as claimed in claim 67, wherein 
said reading nieans represents each description by a tree of descriptor components, and one 
or more of/the descriptor components have descriptor components as descendants. 
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69. (Previously Amended) An apparatus as claimed in claim 67, Wherein 
operation of said associating means is allowed only if the corresponding descrnaffor of the 
selected display index item is a valid descriptor for the table of contents itpm selected for 
annotation. 

70. (Previously Amended) An apparatus as (daimed in claim 67, wherein 
operation of said means for selecting one said table of contents item is optional and if not 
performed said means for displaying an index displays pi index items associated with all 
table of contents items. 



7 1 . (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium comprising a 
computer program for browsing electronically-accessible resources using descriptions of 
the resources, t h e d e scrip t ions of t he resources (i) having d e scriptor components having 
attributes rep r e s e nta t iv e of access to the resourc e s, (ii) being s e para t e f r om t h e r esourc e s, 
and (iii) having links t o corresponding elec tr onically-accessible resources, said computer 
program comprising: 

code for reading the descriptions of the resources, the descriptions (0 having 
descriptor component/ having attributes representative of access to the resources, (ii) being 
separate from the resources and (iii) having links to corresponding electronically-accessible 
resources : 

code for displaying items, each item being associated with a corresponding 
descriptor component of a description read by said reading code that has at least one 
attribute; and 
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code for browsing the descriptions of the resources and their corresponding 
electronically-accessible resources via the links using the displayed items. 

72-73. (Cancelled) 

74. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium comprising a 
computer program for annotating an electronically-accessible resource using a description 
of the resource, t he d e scription of the resource being s e pa r a te from t h e r e sou r ce and having 
descrip t or compon e n t s e ach of which compris e s a name of a f e atur e of t he res o urc e and an 
associa te d repr e sen t a t iv e valu e for t ha t feature, one or mo r e of t he d e scriptor componen t s 
includ e s a t able of con t ents a t tribut e and one>o r mor e of the descrip t or components 
including an ind e x a tt ribu te , said computer program comprising: 

code for reading one oi/mor c descrip t ions the description of the resource, 
the description being separate frona the resource and having descriptor components each of 
which comprises a name of a feature of the resource and an associated representative value 
for the feature, one or more^of the descriptor components including a table of contents 
attribute and one or mope of the descriptor components including an index attribute : 

code for displaying a table of contents containing table of contents items, 
each table of conjfents item being associated with a corresponding descriptor component 
that has a table of contents attribute; 

/ code for selecting one displayed table of contents item for the annotation; 
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code for displaying an index containing index items, each displayed index 
item being associated with a corresponding descriptor component that has an index 
attribute and is associated with the selected table of contents item; 

code for selecting one displayed index item; 

code for associating the sheeted displayed index item with the selected 
table of contents item; 

code for choosing the i/epresentative value for the selected index item; and 

code for associating me chosen representative value with the feature which 
corresponds to the selected indexyitem, 

wherein the cho/en representative value and its corresponding feature 
provide an annotation of the resource. 

75-116. /Cancelled) 

1 17. (Previously Added) A method^claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
attributes are representative of at least twoa^es of access to the resources. 



118. (Preyitnxsly Ad^d^pparsitas as claimed in claim 36 wherein the 
attributes are regj^entative of at least two axes of access to the resources. 

T 
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